
Become Part of the Laguna Family 

 
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

 

· Jennifer Lara 
· Michael Thieman 
· Mirella Hernandez 
· Sam Hutchins 
· Spencer Grange 
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     Dear Parents, Guardians & Students:  
     The Laguna Staff and I welcome you to 
the 2009-2010 School Year. We extend an 
extra-special welcome to students new to 
Laguna. We know you’ll enjoy your time 
with us, acquire a meaningful and useful 
education, and become part of the “Laguna 
Family.”   
     We have a very special school, which 
has been affirmed by our having won the 
California Model Continuation High 
School Award four consecutive times for 
the last 16 years.  We have received a six 
year accreditation by the Western Associa-
tion of Schools and Colleges, the maxi-
mum given by the Association.   
     Our STAR scores increase significantly 
each year. Laguna is blessed with a beauti-
ful campus, caring, well-trained teachers, 
and a supportive School Board and District 
administration. The additional ingredient 
needed for success in preparing students 
for their future is involved family mem-

bers. We want and encourage parents and 
caretakers to stay in regular communica-
tion with the school.   
     Research consistently reaffirms that the 
single most important ingredient to student 
success is parent involvement.  The La-
guna Staff has added two more “R’s” to 
the traditional three:  Respect and Respon-
sibility.   
     We firmly believe that individuals who 
possess these qualities in abundance are 
more likely to be successful in life.  We 
ask your help in reinforcing these values 
with your son or daughter.   
     Working together, we can ensure suc-
cess for the young people we all care so 
very much about. We all wish you, and 
your son or daughter an enjoyable and suc-
cessful year.   
     Please come visit us often, and call if 
you have any questions or concerns.  
 

Respectfully, Brenda Hoff, Principal  

"Build It And They Will Come" 
     Laguna High School is building an 
Environmental Program from the ground 
up.  Pictured at right are the originators 
of the program--7th period Practical Con-
struction class--as well as community 
mentors Rick Williams, Harmony Farms 
owner, Patty Hamilton, Harmony's irriga-
tion specialist and Wayne Britton, Ph.D 
and Sebastopol Rotarian.  Not pictured, 
but very important to this truly exciting 
project is Joe Maloney, former Laguna 
science & math teacher and Kirsten Trip-
plett, Ph.D and Harmony's Nursery Man-
ager.  Stayed tuned! It's exciting! We are 
learning as we go! Go green dudes! 

Back row L-R: Sam Hutchins, Tomas Roman, Omar Agui-
lar, Jeremy Hilley, George O'Brien, Brenda Hoff, Principal, 
Jared Marson, Rick Williams,  Brian Holt, Wayne Britton, 
Sean Burke. Front row L-R: Justyn Clisham, Lucas Travin-
sky, Patty Hamilton & Brad Smith. 



Did You Know?    By Nelson Rasmussen 
·  CAHSEE will be offered this November 3rd and 4th to juniors and seniors that still need to pass one 
or more sections of the test.  
· This is a WASC year for Laguna, which means that we will be reviewing all programs and services at 
Laguna with this outside agency.  It is an opportunity for the school to take a good look at how well we 
are doing. 
· Due to popular demand, Laguna is offering an extra section of independent study this year.  This 
allows us have ten students enrolled in ISP at any given time.  And, it gives seniors and fifth year seniors 
a chance to make up credits at a faster rate. 
· Mr. Smith’s Practical Construction class is building an Environmental Program and garden with 
help and donations from Harmony Farm Supply and Wayne Britton of Rotary. It will feature raised beds, 
edible landscaping, a greenhouse, solar construction and an outdoor sitting area for small class instruc-
tion. Interested and knowledgeable volunteers are completely welcome! 
· This is Sandy Reynolds’ (Mother Laguna) last year at Laguna.  She has been here for 37 years.  
Don’t let the year go by without telling her how much you care about her.  She will be missed! 
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"THE THINKER" What is going on here? 

 

Counseling News & Tips by Sandy Reynolds 

     They say that having no homework at Laguna is a really good thing if 
you are a student,  But there are some who worry that having no home-
work is bad. Not enough work ethic! No homework? You need home-
work!  Two, three, four hours a night like the good old days.   
     Well, if there is any truth to the old adage that a picture is worth a 
thousand words, then the picture at right is a good indicator  about what 
can happen, and does happen, to Laguna students on a daily basis.              
     Thinking. Thinking is a precious thing. Laguna may look like a great 
place to hide out from your brain, but ask Laguna students who have been 
here awhile.  Ask them if they learned anything.  
     What do they say?  "I actually learned more at Laguna than I did at the 
big school,"  many students have stated. "Yes, I really learned here."  "I 
like the smaller classes."  "Teachers have time to talk to you." 
     It is very important in these times of change to remember that each 
student needs a place to think, like the student pictured at right. A place 
that provides more than a chair and a book. It provides a place to think. It 
provides a place to ask questions that lead to other questions. 

 
"ART ON THE LOOSE" 
by Art teacher Ms. Dale Wiley 

     I want to experiment with a 
split curriculum--a different focus 
for each semester. This fall, we are 
doing Fine Arts (Collage, Draw-
ing, Painting, Calligraphy, Print-
making) and in the spring Ceram-
ics. We have two kilns that need an 
electrician, a donated potter's 
wheel and a lot of Cone 5 clay   
thanks to the generosity of McIn-
tyre Tile in Healdsburg. We'll also 
be painting a 50 foot long outdoor 
mural in the garden for our Envi-
ronmental Program! Ladies and 
gentlemen, that should be some-
thing to see: the story of Laguna! 

"Some-
times 
I have 

believed as 
many as six 
impossible 

things 
before  

breakfast." 
Lewis 
Carroll 

 

Congratulations!  Two seniors graduated this quarter:  Olga Salcido (Sept. 
10th) and Brandon Pedrioli (Oct. 16th) 
 
 Credits, Credits, Credits….that’s the name of the game to reach the gradua-
tion requirement of 230.  We would like every student to take at least one 
Santa Rosa J. C. class this spring; 1 J.C. unit = 3.33 high school credits.  
There are many classes that students will enjoy and gain important informa-
tion from such as Intro to Career Development, College Success Techniques, 
Job Search and Retention, art, auto, welding, computer, culinary courses, etc.  
Every student needs to make up credits and doing packets in the subject areas 
they are deficient is another opportunity that all students have to “get back on 
track” for graduation.  Please encourage your child to do extra activities to 
earn Credits.  
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       "It is not only the most 
difficult thing to know  
oneself, but the most  
inconvenient, too" 

 
Josh Billings 
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 RICH PEARSON 

SCIENCE  TEACHER 
  
 

 

 

 

      

 

MEET OUR NEW STAFF 
      

ANDY DELMONTE   
 ENGLISH  TEACHER  

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

      
 JEFF OGSTON 

 MATH TEACHER  

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

      
 DALE WILEY 

ART TEACHER 
  
 
  
  
 

 

 

 

      Andy has been working 
in our district since 1997 
teaching music, science, 
math and leadership as 
well as English at Analy. 
He and wife Kristen re-
cently celebrated the birth 
of their daughter born Au-
gust 24th.  Andy loves 
writing music, time with 
his family and learning 
new things whenever pos-
sible. Laguna is lucky to 
have Andy 1 period a day. 
Welcome to Laguna Andy! 

"Laguna is a great 
place to start the 
day.  Everyone is up 
and joking...and 
ready to work." 

     Dale is a native Califor-
nian, raised in San Fran-
cisco, and a world traveler 
including  Europe and Af-
rica.  
     She's been a profes-
sional cook, a ceramic tile 
biz owner and professional 
painter. She loves to read, 
write and be with friends 
and family. She's taught in 
Healdsburg, El Mo and 
Taos, New Mexico. La-
guna is lucky to have Dale! 
 

Welcome to Laguna Dale 

     "I am very happy 
to be teaching here. 
The kids are good, 
and we have a great 
time doing what I 
love best--art!" 

     Jeff has to shuttle back 
and forth between Laguna 
and Analy to teach math, so 
he is definitely a man on the 
run.   
     But being on the run is 
natural for Jeff. He's coached 
the Rancho Cotate varsity 
baseball team for 7 years, and 
is now the pitching coach for 
Sonoma State. And that is 
besides his full-time teach-
ing! Laguna is lucky to have 
Jeff.   
 

Welcome to Laguna Jeff! 

     'Teaching math 
is like playing 
baseball: See the 
ball, hit the ball. 
My job is to pitch 
the ball just right." 

     "I feel very for-
tunate to be a part 
of the Laguna fam-
ily.  The staff and 
kids both make it a 
fun place to be!"  

     Rich has over twenty years 
of teaching experience plus a 
Masters Degree in Science 
Education from the University 
of Wisconsin. For the last 13 
years he taught at a college 
prep high school in St. Paul, 
Minnesota.   
     Finally, after too many 
"never-ending winters," he and 
his wife made the big move 
west and found their way to 
Sonoma County.  That proves 
he is a very smart guy, and 
they love it here! 

 

Welcome to Laguna Rich! 

Student of the Month Awards 
     Every month one exemplary student is 
chosen by Laguna staff and Rotary.  All 
staff must be in favor of the student--
100% in agreement. The student must 
best represent the school motto of Re-
spect, Responsibility and Rigor.  Pictured 
at right is Jennifer Lara holding her Sep-
tember award with Principal Brenda Hoff. 



 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH  

Jennifer Lara 
September 2009 

               
 
  

  
 
 
  
 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
· November 3-4 CAHSEE Testing (Grades 11,12) 
· November 11  Veteran's Day Holiday  
· November 12  Picture Day Makeup 
· November 23   Progress Reports Mailed Home 
· November 25-27 Thanksgiving Holiday 
· December 18  End of first Semester 
· December 21 
      to January 1  Winter Break  
· January 4  School resumes 

 

YEARBOOK 
ON SALE NOW! 

 

$35.00 
until November 20th 

$40.00 regular price--limited supply 
 
 

SENIOR PICTURES  
& Picture Make-up Day 

NOVEMBER 12th 
 

Senior Pages $20.00 
*two students can share a page 

*see Ms. Finch about "money situations" 
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     Jennifer's plate is full.  You 
name it, she does it! She'll be the 
Laguna student rep to the school 
board in the Spring, is a member 
of  Student Council and the Year-
book staff.  Also, Jennifer has 
been a volunteer at the Cajun 
Festival for Rotary and a volun-
teer for the Teen Clinic in Forest-
ville.  In addition, she finds time 
to help out with such events as 
Picture Day and Back to School 
Night.  Wow!  Jennifer plans on 
going to the JC and Sonoma 
State to become a nurse.  

Congratulations Jennifer! 

 
LAGUNA'S  
WISH LIST 

     A note from Brenda Hoff 
 

     "We all know how tough things are right 
now with the economy and making ends 
meet, and schools are no exception!  Stu-
dents do need certain things and what I 
have prepared for you below is a list of 
those critical items we are struggling to  

provide. We could use your help! 
 
 

     "Laguna has really 
helped me realize my 
true potential. I am now 
at a place where I have a 
plan and know I can do 
it!"  

· Pencils with  
       erasers 
· Lined paper  
· Kleenex tissue 
· Black Dry 

erase markers  
· Cheap ink 

pens 
· copy paper 
· art supplies 

such as: 
· Exterior Paint 
       water-base for 
       outdoor mural 
· tracing paper 
· tempera paint 
· acrylic paint 
· canvas paper 

or boards  
· black and 

white matt 
board 

· Scratchboard 

· Sharpies 
· fine Micron 

pens 
· Colored tissue 

paper 
· Dyes for tie- 

dye 
· Ceramics sup-

plies 
· Low fire clay 

for beads 
· Bead firing 

racks 
· Hemp string 

for friendship 
bracelets 

· Brause pen 
points for cal-
ligraphy 

· Black  inks 
· A used Pot-

ter's wheel 
· Yellow high-

lighters 

STUDENT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 
2009-2010 

Omar Aguilar 
Taylor Cosgrove  
Taite Herrera  
Jennifer Lara   

 Sheila Macias Lopez 
 Kyle Prange 
 Alex Protassief 
 Amber Scoma 

The first order of business for the newly elected council is planning the 
Halloween celebration. There will be a costume contest and all students are 
encouraged to dress up. Prizes will be awarded for the best costumes. There 
will also be a BBQ that day to reward students for the smooth start of the 
school year. Candy-Grams will be sold to help offset the cost of the event 
We are looking forward to a fun day! 


